
MASTER PLAN STEERING COMMITTEE 
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH 

Monday, August 15, 2022 – 6:30 p.m. 
Peterborough, New Hampshire 

 
 

Members Present: Sarah Stenberg Heller, Tyer Ward, James Kelly, Eddie 
Gomez, Ivy Vann, Cathy Lanigan and Emily Manns 
   
Also Present: Danica Melone and Laura Norton, Office of Planning & Building 
 
The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Heller. 
 
Minutes: A motion was made/seconded (Kelly/Gomez) to approve the Minutes of 
June 13, 2022 as written with all in favor. 
 
Grafts of Chapter 3: Economic Vitality; Chapter 5: Population & Housing; Chapter 
9: Historic Resources and Chapter 11: Cultural Resources. Ms. Melone cited the 
intent of the new drafts was to condense the information in the chapters (with 
several of them having 35 or more pages), leaving a high-level synopsis of each 
chapter with the additional history moved to their appendices. 
 
Mr. Kelly suggested the members remove the Sharon Arts Center as a cultural 
organization in the cultural resources chapter and at the same time add the MaxT 
Makerspace. Ms. Manns also noted MacDowell Colony has dropped the “Colony”’ 
and that change should be noted. Mr. Gomez suggested they go in order and start 
with Economic Vitality. 
 
Mr. Kelly noted several typographic errors that were corrected. Mr. Gomez noted 
that unlike the other chapters this one did not have definitions. “That is because the 
others are required by RSA to have definitions” replied Ms. Vann. 
 
Economic Vitality: The members spent time wordsmithing and discussing how to 
make the chapter more digestible while incorporating the components needed 
(affordable housing; education; communications; retail, business and personal 
services; school systems; and workforce supply) and getting excess information 
out of the chapter. It was noted the members would like to see consistency in 
format and representation of women in the graphics identified in business and the 
community alike. Other suggestions included a key word search engine; promotion 
of Night Markets, Food Trucks, Fiber Optics installation and other promotional 



outreach. 
 
A motion was made/seconded (Kelly/Gomez) to approve the updated Economic 
Vitality draft as amended and forwarded to the Selectboard for approval with all in 
favor. 
 
Historic Resources: In a review of the Background section of the chapter the 
members agreed to add information to honor the indigenous population of 
Peterborough (and responsible for naming the Contoocook and Nubanusit rivers). 
Ms. Vann suggested contacting Robert Goodby, a professor of anthropology at 
Franklin Pierce University who has great experience in Native American 
archaeological sites throughout New England. The members reviewed the 
historical resources, opportunities to enhance historical assets and memorialize 
assets that are unknown or underrepresented. They concluded with a brief 
discussion of the threats (vulnerabilities) to the Peterborough’s historical economy 
including financial barriers to protection and preservation of historical resources; 
effects of climate change and regulate pertaining to building and zoning codes. 
 
A motion was made/seconded (Vann/Kelly) to approve the updated Historic 
Resources draft as amended and forwarded to the Selectboard for approval with all 
in favor 
 
Cultural Resources: Continued to next meeting. 
 
Next Meeting: September 19, 2022 at 5:00 p.m. 
  
The meeting adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Norton, Office of Planning & Building 
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